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Haida Gwaii YahôGuudang

(Respect for this place)

Haida Nation:

Action on Haida Gwaii
Haida Heritage and Forest Guardians

All life is part of the land and thus a part of the culture.We expect all 
life forms of Haida Gwaii to be treated with full respect as indigenous 
beings with rights to be on this land.

Forest guardians in their current form was created in April 2000 and has 
grown from three staff to 29. CHN works with island communities 
and has signed protocol agreements with all 5 island villages and 
rural areas. We also work with several environmental and non -
government organizations. Our current areas of focus include: 
developing detailed strategic planning in regards the recent signing 
of the land use plan, conducting cultural values surveys which 
identify culturally important cedar habitat, salmon habitat, rare and 
endangered species, heritage values, and culturally important/rare 
plant communities; seek partnerships with government, industry, and 
NGOs for funding, expertise, support, and expounding Haida values 
on the land; responding to land based referrals ; and prepare the 
information gathered from a variety of projects so that it could be 
used to negotiate protection for Haida values on the ground and can 
readily be used in land use planning. Our reviews and comments on 
industry and government plans are important evidence of our 
concerns about the land and infringement on Haida rights.
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Haida Fisheries
The Haida Fisheries Program assesses and reviews all commercial

and recreational fisheries including annual and long - term management plans,
policies and regulations of federal and provincial governments, inclusive of
environmental and habitat protection. It also assesses resource development
plans affecting fisheries resources and freshwater and marine environments.
A priority for the Haida Fisheries Program and the CHN Fisheries Committee
is the protection of the Aboriginal rights and title of Haida people, particularly
related to fisheries and marine resources.
Haida fisheries programs include but are not limited to:
Pallant creek hatchery Razor clam population 
assessment
Integrated marine use planning Sea Urchin population 
assessment
Haida Gwaii Recreational fisheries monitoring Geoduck surveys
Abalone stewardship 
Salmon smelt sampling
Traditional river fisheries monitoring
Counting fences
Lake surveys
Herring roe - on- kelp monitoring/management

Haida Gwaii Watchmen
The Haida Gwaii watchmen program started in 

1981,well before the Gwaii Haanas world 

Haida heritage site. Haida people were 

concerned about the potential for vandalism or 

other damage to old Haida village sites. The 

program started with parties of one or two 

volunteers who used their own boats to access 

the sites and would camp there all summer. 

There they would present visitors with a first 

hand introduction to Haida culture by sharing 

knowledge. Today the watchmen program is 

funded from several sources, including visitors 

fees to Gwaii Haanas. It has its own 

management and provides seasonal 

employment. The key element remains the 

same. The mandate continues to be, first and 

foremost, the safeguarding of Gwaii Haanas



05/20/2008

3

Cedar Inventory

Tôsuuaay - Cedar
̆¹ÔÉÆÞpdÆØdÊÛÊ×pdÙÍÊdÈÊÉÆ×dÙ×ÊÊd
is essential to Haida well - being 

w˾hich includes material things 
and cultural affairs as well as 
growing economic opportunities 
in forest management, logging, 
ÈÆ×ÛÎÓÌdÆÓÉdÈÔÓØÙ×ÚÈÙÎÔÓṙ
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̆ÙÍÊdØÆÈ×ÊÉdÜÔ×ÐÕÑÆÈÊØdÔËdÔÚ×d
ÆÓÈÊØÙÔ×Ø̇

Culturally Modified Trees

Test Hole
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Canoe
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Haida Canoe


